RALPH    RASHLEIGH
familiarity with his task, he placed the handspike's end
between the trunk of the tree and a broken limb, forming
a sharp angle to the trunk. When, with much swearing
and sweating, the log was moved, it went over with a sudden
jerk, wrenching the handspike out of his grasp, so that it
whizzed like a twirling arrow through the air, tearing a
portion of the brim from Overseer Joe's hat as it flew close
past him. Joe was transported with rage at his near brush
with a nasty death, and came rushing towards Rashleigh,
noisy with curses and threats. He was pulled up short,
however, by an enormous Jew lizard, a species of reptile
deriving its name from the membraneous bags around its
jaws, which distend when it is enraged, forming a resem-
blance to a human beard. Joe lifted the lizard on his toe
and kicked with all his force at Rashleigh, who, acting
instinctively, struck at the hurtling reptile with his right
hand, so that it was flung back into the face of the oncom-
ing overseer: it dropped, but caught at the clothing on his
chest and attacked him viciously. One of the convicts
sprang forward, knocked it off and beat it to death.
Joe ordered Rashleigh to be seized by the deputy-over-
seer and the gang's water-carrier, who bustled him to a
tree-trunk, to which they secured him by a chain, having
first handcuffed his hands behind his back. Then Joe
came up.
*You blasted varmint,' he snarled, 'I'll teach you to
mutiny and try to take mine life!'
He then struck his defenceless prisoner over the head
and returned to the gang. The Superintendent, on his-
daily round, came up to Rashleigh chained to the tree and
heard from Joe that the prisoner had hurled his hand-
spike at him, and attempted his life, showing his torn shirt
and hat as proof of the truth of his fabrication.
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